Chambers of Commerce react to red tape move

Today the Scottish Executive published the annual report of its 'Improving Regulation in Scotland Unit'. Liz Cameron, Director of the Scottish Chambers of Commerce, commented:

"Regulations and red tape are one of the most significant avoidable constraints on business growth. Research published by the Chambers of Commerce show that the cost to UK business of red tape introduced in the past six years exceeds £30 billion. Forty per cent of that emanates from Brussels." 

"While red tape remains a bugbear for business, it is only part of the story. There is a pressing need to broaden the debate to consider the wider burdens that are placed on Scots firms. This reflects the reality for many firms and is why we are calling for a more ambitious approach, beginning with the creation of a Business Burdens Unit to better monitor and resist a much wider range of burdens on business."

"The Government keeps telling the private sector that it should raise its game and spend more on innovation, but if firms have to spend time and money complying with red tape and other burdens that means fewer resources are available for marketing and R&D."
