Chambers on planning move

Today the Scottish Executive published an analysis of the responses to its consultations on planning including third party rights of appeal. 

Liz Cameron, Director of the Scottish Chambers of Commerce, commented:

"Grafting Third Party Right of Appeal onto the existing planning system would be a mistake. It would hurt jobs, hurt the economy and be impractical. The idea that social and environmental investment projects would escape this quagmire is a fallacy, with social housing, utility infrastructure, new hospitals and recycling facilities likely to be hotly contested."

"Scotland's planning system is already dogged by complexity and delay. This is even more so for business, with barely half of all commercial planning applications dealt with within target timescales set by Ministers."

"Introducing third party rights of appeal will simply exacerbate the problem, slow down business and social developments and make Scotland a less attractive location to do business than England where the idea has already been thrown out."

