
  

  
 

 

      

Rt Hon Robert Jenrick MP 
Minister of State for Immigration 
Home Office 
Direct Communications Unit 
2 Marsham Street 
London 
SW1P 4DF 

04 May 2023 
 
Dear Mr Jenrick,  
 
Offshore wind workers Immigration Rules concession  
 
I write in reference to the above-mentioned scheme which expired on 30th April. 
 
The removal of this concession will have a significant impact upon a number of member organisations that 
we represent and their ability to support the construction and maintenance of offshore wind projects in UK 
territorial waters.  
 
When questions around energy security and the UK’s transition to net zero are paramount in government 
policymaking, this is an unwanted obstacle at a time when recruitment from the domestic workforce could 
not be more challenging.  
 
We hope that you will, in the first instance, consider granting a further six-month extension to this 
concession, the end of which and its effects have not been communicated properly with the sector.  
 
Furthermore, we hope to now have urgent and open discussions on designing a better immigration system 
which supports businesses operating in our waters to secure, attract and retain the workforce they need to 
support the deployment and operations of offshore wind projects over the medium term.  
 
As the Chamber of Commerce representing over 1,200 organisations operating in the North-east of 
Scotland — many of whom are in the energy sector — we would happily convene a roundtable of 
businesses affected who could help the Government to design that better system and chart a way forward 
which can unlock our vast renewables potential.  
 
I would be grateful if you could give this request your careful consideration. 
 
 
Yours sincerely,  
 
 
 
 
Russell Borthwick        
Chief Executive         
Aberdeen & Grampian Chamber of Commerce     
 
 
Copy to: 
Andrew Bowie as Parliamentary Under Secretary of State  
Department for Energy Security and Net Zero  
 


