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Media Release 

Wednesday, November 18, 2015 

Chamber welcomes commitment to prioritise Britain’s energy security 

Amber Rudd MP, Secretary of State for Energy and Climate Change, today made a major speech on 
Energy Security. 

Aberdeen & Grampian Chamber of Commerce has been working with the British Chambers of 
Commerce for over a year to encourage government backing of a 50-year energy security strategy.  

The speech referenced a focus on the use of gas for generation purposes, and the world class oil and 
gas expertise both here in Aberdeen and in the UK. The need for clarity regarding investment in the 
UKCS and the potential for Carbon Capture and Storage were also highlighted. 

In response, research & policy director, James Bream said: 

“Firstly, the recognition that we have not been getting our energy infrastructure planning right is well 
overdue, but we are pleased the government have finally decided admit this. We look forward to 
action.” 

“The Secretary of State is right to recognise the world class expertise base in Aberdeen and aim to 
build on that, but to do that requires investment by governments to ensure our regional infrastructure 
is fit to retain our talented people and leading edge companies.” 

“We welcome the launch of the consultation on a Strategy to Maximise the Economic Recovery of the 
North Sea and also the view that carbon capture and storage will have a major bearing on our future 
ability to meet carbon targets.”  

The full Energy Security discussion paper is available to download at http://www.agcc.co.uk/political-
influence-downloads. 

Ends 

Notes to editor 

 Aberdeen & Grampian Chamber of Commerce (AGCC) is North-east Scotland's leading private 

sector, member-focused, business organisation. The Chamber represents more than 1,350 

businesses with almost 130,000 employees in the private sector covering all industry sectors, 

ranging in size from sole traders to multi-national corporations. 
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 Amber Rudd’s speech can be found in full at https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/amber-

rudds-speech-on-a-new-direction-for-uk-energy-policy 
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