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The Prosperity Fund (PF) in Colombia is offering you the chance to participate in Expo 
Agrofuturo, the most important knowledge and business platform for the agricultural sector in 
Colombia. The format of the event and the profile of the exhibitors and assistants have 
transformed Expo Agrofuturo into the most effective marketing tool to promote agricultural 
products in the country.  

Participating companies will have the opportunity to be part of the British Embassy’s stand at 
Expo Agrofuturo’s innovation pavilion and participate as British companies that have DIT’s full 
support for doing business in Colombia. 

  

Full benefits of participation  

 Opportunity to participate in 
Expo Agrofuturo.  

 The chance to have one on one 
meetings with key entities. 

 The chance to network and 
exchange information with other 
delegates. 

 Full support of PF, DIT & UKCT 
office in Colombia.  

 Assistance with travel 
arrangements. 

 Media coverage using the 
Embassy’s network and key contacts. 
 

EARLY BIRD DISCOUNTS 

BEFORE JUNE 30th 2018 
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Why Colombia? 

Colombia is South America’s third largest economy and boasts some of the highest GDP growth 
rates in the region. The country has been enjoying economic and political stability allied to much-
improved security conditions.  

Long famous for the coffee and flowers of its Andean provinces, the opening of the eastern 
plains will expand possibilities in ethanol, soy and palm oil, amongst many others.  The area 
cultivated in the country is around 7 million hectares, while the available area covered with grass 
is 32 million hectares and could be used to harvest more food. Taking into account the location 
of the country, Colombia has various thermal floors with heights above sea level ranging from 0 
m above sea level (> 24 C °) up to 4,000 m above sea level (<6 C °). This variety of landscapes, and 
climatic diversity allow the sowing of a wide range of crops and forest products.  

 

 

 Official Language: Spanish  

 Population: 49,829,325 

 Area: 1,138,910 km² 

 Inflation: 4.09% in 2017 

 GDP per Capita: US $7,525 

 FDI 2017: US$14,518 million 

 Government: Democratic Republic 

 

During the last 6 years, agriculture in Colombia has transformed into a more competitive and 
productive sector. During 2017, agricultural sector growth was 4,9%, the highest in the country 
and the principal source of employment for Colombians. The numbers are quite impressive: last 
decade the country reported an average of 25,000 new hectares sown per year, and last year 
Colombia reported 260,000 new hectares cultivated; this is 10 times greater than those in 2010. 
Now, 300,000 hectares have access to water districts and around 8,817 productive projects are 
running in rural areas.  
   
The Government of Colombia (GoC) has played a key role for these achievements. As a 
consequence of the peace agreements, it has strengthened and created institutions to develop 
tools and capacity for rural development. These are the examples of the newly established Land 
Restitution Unit (Unidad de Restitución de Tierras), Land National Agency (Agencia Nacional de 
Tierras), Rural Development Agency (Agencia de Desarrollo Rural) and the Territory Renewal 
Agency (Agencia de Renovación del Territorio). Likewise, rural women have been empowered 
through the foundation of the Rural Women Directorate (Dirección de la Mujer Rural) inside the 
Ministry of Agriculture. Most of the initiatives promoted by the above-mentioned agencies have 
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territorial approaches so municipalities affected by the armed conflict are included and 
benefited.  
 
However, there is still work to do in the country. From 40 million hectares available for 
agricultural use, livestock and forestry activities, Colombia only uses 8,3 million. Production in 
the country is not industrialised and costs of production is higher compared with other countries 
in the region. Small and medium enterprises (SMEs) are looking to diversify and to create added 
value to their products, but a lack of innovation and technologies seems to hinder development. 
The GoC is addressing these issues through strategies such as “Colombia Siembra” and the 
National Agricultural Innovation System. The latter looks to connect research, technologic 
development, capacity building and rural extension.   
 

New opportunities in post conflict times 
It is important to highlight that in 2016, Colombia signed a peace treaty with the FARC (the most 
important guerrilla group in the country). This agreement has started to be implemented and 
will benefit several economic sectors including the agro-industry and it will open new business 
opportunities during the post conflict environment. 
 
The main opportunities refer to traditional crops or livestock projects within the framework of 
the Agrarian Reform. The Rural Reform focuses on four main themes:  
 

1. The use and access to land, to encourage agricultural production and formalise rural 
property, updating cadastral information.  

2. Special development programmes with a territorial approach in the territories which 
have been prioritised. 

3. National sector plans for the reduction of rural poverty, the improvement of agricultural 
productivity and investment in infrastructure (tertiary roads, risk and drainage systems, 
electrification and digital connectivity in the countryside among others) 

4. Special food security system and nutritional, which seeks to improve food production 
and strengthen local and regional markets.  

 
Since the peace agreement focuses mainly on the agricultural sector, Colombia will have, for the 
first time, the opportunity to develop its enormous sector potential. Some projects are already 
being implemented.  
 
In this context, some projects are being developed by Agrosavia such as the "Cocoa for Peace 
programme”, or animal genetic improvement programmes in the most affected areas by the 
conflict. This project will allow producers to improve their stock becoming more productive and 
able to improve the economic conditions of their families. Other programmes promote illegal 
crops substitution in new productive projects where the conflict has had the biggest impact.  
 
For British companies, the development of the Colombian rural areas presents important 
business opportunities related not only to investment, but also to the possibility of increasing 
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exports in the following areas: agricultural machinery; inputs (fertilizers, among others, which 
are mostly imported); new information technologies applied to the agricultural sector (GIS, IoT, 
Big Data and Remote Sensing); agricultural insurance (is under development).  
 
Another opportunity in Colombia is related to the development of markets for organic products. 
According to the UNCTAD, the world trade of organic products reached nearly 45,000 million 
dollars with an annual growth rate of 10% offering excellent prospects for countries like 
Colombia. The technical assistance and the necessary inputs for the development of greater 
organic production can present an excellent opportunity for British companies. Opportunities 
can also be presented in the production of renewable energy from some agricultural waste. 

 
 

Why participate in Expo Agrofuturo? 
 

✓ Meet the largest productive chains in livestock and 
farming. 

✓ Find strategic partners, distributors and 
representatives for your products. 

✓ Learn about trends, new technologies and best 
industry practices. 

✓ Establish relations with livestock and farming goods 
and services producers and traders. 

✓ Apply for credit with favorable rates to purchase 
technology and agro inputs (UK Export Finance)  

✓ Engage in effective connections with investors 
interested in project development. 
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What to expect from the Expo Agrofuturo Exhibition & Conference? 

 

BUSINESS ACTIVITIES 

• TRADE SHOW: a place that gathers all the value chain of agriculture. 

• AGROSOLUTION: Be the expert that provides specialized advice on: opening markets, 
financing, added value, animal / plant nutrition, legal services, among others. Expo 
Agrofuturo will have areas where leading companies offer free advice on specific and 
specialized topics. Agrosolution will help all visitors and exhibitors to get the most out of the 
fair, and find ideal solutions for issues or concerns with expert assistance. 

• LIVESTOCK & FARMING CREDIT ROUND: Through the Credit Round held during Expo 
Agrofuturo, they facilitate the application of credits to be invested in the productive chain of 
agriculture and promote the use of machinery, technology and agricultural inputs. The 
exhibiting companies, partners of the Credit Round, will offer special discounts in products 
and services. 

• AGROMATCH / BUSINESS ROUNDTABLE: Schedule business meetings before and during 
Expo Agrofuturo with visitors, exhibitors and investors through the web application. Make 
valuable connections within the spaces offered by the fair. 
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ACADEMIC ACTIVITIES 

• AGROTALKS (CUSTOMIZED WORKSHOPS): One of the key goals of Expo Agrofuturo is to 
promote and encourage knowledge transfer. Through Agrotalks, they offer specialized 
conferences and free admission for all Trade Show attendees. These talks are focused on 
topics of interest and are given by the companies and leading people in the sector. These 
meetings provide a space for workshops, technical presentations, success stories and 
innovative experiences that target a specialised audience (if you want to participate an 
additional fee will be applied) 

• IX INTERNATIONAL LIVESTOCK FORUM: The IX International Livestock Forum is the ideal 
stage to connect with the latest trends and technological advances of the sector. With over 
8 hours of knowledge from national and international experts and taking as a cross-cutting 
theme the innovation, in 2018 the forum will be a window to understand the great 
challenges and opportunities that the livestock sector is facing in the new context and how 
they are being addressed to achieve the objectives using new models, methods and tools 
that help to generate a highly technological advanced and innovative sector. 

• X INTERNATIONAL AGRICULTURAL CONGRESS: Building a new Agro will be possible thanks 
to the compression and implementation of innovative models and tools that promote 
agricultural development through productive practices. The X International Agricultural 
Congress will address these issues by invited experts globally, with innovation as the main 
theme and presenting trends, success cases and projections for the future of the sector that 
will allow their growth in a profitable, productive and sustainable way. 

 

The visit programme  

Local briefings  

Once in Bogota, there will be a country briefing to update participants on the economic and 
political situation as well as local trading conditions and requirements.   

Meetings 

UK expertise exhibition will be organized by DIT and UK Colombia Trade in collaboration with 
Agrofuturo. The exhibition will include meetings with local companies and key players within the 
industry including representatives from international firms in Colombia.  

Outing – Tuesday, 21 August 2018 

As part of Prosperity Fund Trade Mission, you will have the opportunity to visit a flower farm 
outside Bogota. Colombia is one of the largest flower producers in the world, exporting more 
than 225,000 tons worth more than $ 1,312 USD per year. Today, the country has 7,000 ha 
cultivated and employs more than 60,000 people directly, of which 60% are women. The flower 
industry in Colombia is a growing sector that has been implementing technology and innovation. 
Still, they are constantly looking to implement innovative technologies to improve their yields. 
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During the field trip you will get the chance to see a complete productive system and recognise 
the needs and opportunities that the agricultural sector has in Colombia. 
 

Additional application notes  

Participating companies should ensure that the representative on the delegation has authority 
and is competent to discuss the supply of the products or services they wish to sell. In addition, 
they need to be able to meet all the costs of their participation.  

For more information, please contact:  

Yanin Kalil  
Marketing & Communications Officer  
Yanin.kalil@ukcolombiatrade.com 
Tel: + 57 1 3268306 
 
Pedro Andrés Castro 
Agriculture Advisor 
pedro.castro@fco.gov.uk 
Tel: +57 1 326 8321 

Finance  

Management fee  

To cover the costs incurred by DIT & UK Colombia Trade in organising this trade delegation, a 
management fee is levied for the participant from each company as follows:  

Early bird prices 

*Member of UKCT: £250 

*Non-member: £300 

After 30th June  

*Member of UKCT: £300 

*Non-member: 350 

This management fee covers DIT & UK Colombia Trade logistic arrangement costs. It 
does NOT include flights, accommodations or meals of each participant.  

Cancellation charges   

If a participating company wishes to cancel its participation in the fair before the, DIT & UKCT 
will offer a 100% refund of the management fee. If the participating company cancels after 13th 
July, it will not be refunded for the management fee.  

 

mailto:Yanin.kalil@ukcolombiatrade.com
mailto:pedro.castro@fco.gov.uk
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Payment 

Travel and visa costs: Direct to airline/hotel/embassy 

Management fee: Payable with application form to UK Colombia Trade 

Travel  

Please keep in mind that travel, accommodations and meal costs must be covered by each 
participating company.  

Hotel   

The designated hotel for the delegation will be the Movich Buró 26 
https://www.movichhotels.com/esp/bogota/buro26/Pages/index.aspx  

If you wish to stay with the rest of the delegation at this hotel, please contact the hotel directly 
and mention you are with the UK embassy so they can apply the corporate rates to your stay. 
Remember travel accommodation costs are to be paid directly at the hotel by each participating 
company.  

We request that you stay at the designated hotel for logistical reasons; if you would prefer to 
stay in another hotel, it is your responsibility to keep in contact with the delegation manager and 
join the group at the hotel for transport or at the meetings venues.  
 
Please contact: 
Nicolás Méndez C. 
Sales Executive for Movich Hotels 
Mobile: +57 3164682610 Office: +57 (1) 518 8497  
nicolas.mendez@movichhotels.com 

Visas  

British passport holders DO NOT require a visa to enter Colombia.  

British nationals can enter Colombia for up to 90 days as visitors without a visa at the discretion 
of the Colombian Immigration Officer on arrival. You may need provide evidence of return or 
onward travel. Check the latest entry requirements with the Colombian Consulate General in 
London before you travel.  

For those holding non-British passports please consult your local Colombian Embassy website 
for more information.  

Flights from the UK to Colombia 

Avianca has a daily direct flight to Bogota, otherwise other viable options are: 

Iberia and British Airways via Madrid.  

https://www.movichhotels.com/esp/bogota/buro26/Pages/index.aspx
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FAQS 

I would to like to make my own travel arrangements and fly out independently from 
the group. 

That’s fine as delegates come from different cities, however we would prefer it if you stayed in 
the same hotel as the group for logistical reasons. If not, it will be your responsibility to find out 
about any changes to the itinerary during the visit. If you arrange your own accommodation 
arrangements, please ensure that you notify UK Colombia Trade with your details. 

I would like to have two representatives from our company participating in the trade 
delegation.  

Feel free to do so, but let us know their names so we can have full knowledge of who will be 
joining us. 

We are new to this market. Why is this trip such a good idea for us? 

Trade Delegations are an ideal way to ‘dip your toe in the water’. It is an excellent introduction 
to a new market, enabling you to gain from the experience of others in the group. While in a 
supportive environment, the visit will give you a good grounding, introducing you to key people 
in the market, an opportunity to gain an understanding of the business culture whilst meeting 
valuable contacts that can be followed up on subsequent visits. 

We already have substantial experience in these markets. How can this event help our 
company? 

PF, DIT and UKCT’s Trade Delegations are an ideal way to strengthen existing business 
relationships as well as establish important contacts with some of the key players in the 
agriculture, fertilizers and dairy industries. 

Our company is UK-registered but I would like to have someone from our local office 
participate. 

If it is the UK-registered company being promoted, we would be delighted to have them in the 
group. 
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APPLICATION FORM 
 
Since places will be awarded on a first come, first served basis in order of receiving signed 
application forms, please complete the following application form and fax or email to 
yanin.kalil@ukcolombiatrade.com  at UK Colombia Trade as soon as possible, followed by an 
International Bank Transfer for the Management Fee. 

 
a) I wish to participate in the trade delegation and will pay the appropriate contribution towards 

communal costs. 

b) I understand the terms and conditions of participation and accept the cancellation terms. 

c) I enclose/will forward an International Bank Transfer covering i) & ii) per the following details:  

CORRESPONDENT BANK CITIBANK N.A. 

ADDRESS 111 WALL STREET, NEW YORK NY, 10043 

SWIFT CORRESPONDENT BANK CITIUS33 

CURRENCY USD 

ABA CODE 21000089 

ACCOUNT NUMBER 36244998 

BENEFICIARY BANK BANCO GNB SUDAMERIS 

SWIFT BENEFICIARY BANK BSUDCOBB 

ACCOUNT NUMBER FINAL BENEFICIARY 015-140106-010 

ACCOUNT NAME FINAL BENEFICIARY UK COLOMBIA TRADE 

 

d) The appropriate management fees  

Prices  Select one 
Early bird prices  

*Member of UKCT: £200  

*Non-member: £250  

After 30th June  

*Member of UKCT: £300  

*Non-member: £350  

 

e) Is your business a “potential or developing exporter”? Yes / No 

     (Has it exported less than 25% of turnover during the last 12 months?) 

f) Is your business “new to market”? Yes / No 

     (Has it exported to Colombia within the last 12 months?) 

mailto:yanin.kalil@ukcolombiatrade.com
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Contact name: ________________________________    Position: _________________________ 

Company name: _______________________________   Company reg no: __________________ 

Address: _______________________________________________________________________ 

Direct line: ___________________________________    Switchboard: _____________________ 

Email: _______________________________________    Mobile: __________________________ 

Website: _____________________________________ 

  

Signature: ______________________________________________________________________ 

Name (in caps): _______________________________________    Date: ____________________ 

 

*Please note that your application covers only the company or business declared above unless 

you have our consent in writing. We reserve the right to ask for proof of the eligibility of your 

company or business and the credentials of your representative as a condition of attendance in 

the delegation. Representation or promotion of any company or business not named in the 

application or otherwise having our written consent may result in your exclusion from the 

delegation without any right to a refund. 


