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Uganda is a land of opportunity for oil and gas 
 

In November, I will be leading the EIC Delegation to Uganda. This is an excellent opportunity 
for one of Britain’s leading industries – our oil and gas sector – to find new business in a 
country, and a continent, full of opportunities.  
 
Africa is developing at an unbelievably fast rate. Six out of the world’s top 10 growing 
economies are in Africa; the second fastest growing region in the world. 52 cities have a 
population exceeding 1 million. There are 316 million more mobile phone subscribers than in 
2000. Every time I visit it is hard to recognise the continent from the one I visited last time, let 
alone the one I grew up in.  
 
But this development has remained a secret to many in the West. There’s still an element of 
the ‘Band Aid lens’ that tints our vision of Africa; we see it as a continent living in some sort of 
dark-age; with countries and people unable to help themselves. This attitude pervades our 
businesses as well; I still hear the fear when I suggest exporting to Africa to business leaders. 
  
As we have seen recently in The Gambia and Ghana, democracy is flourishing, providing the 
foundations for trade and prosperity to grow. Africa is bounding towards middle-income status 
and full of opportunities; nowhere more so than in the oil and gas sector in Uganda.  
 
Last year the Prime Minister appointment me as Trade Envoy to Uganda and Rwanda. My 
role is to work with the Foreign Office, the Department of International Trade and DFID to 
provide guidance and support to British firms looking to do business in these two great 
countries. From meeting Heads of State to leading delegations, I am there to promote UK Plc.  
 
In the past year we’ve seen a lot of success. I’ve been delighted and surprised by both how 
many British businesses are looking to move into these two countries, and the variety of 
opportunities available. At a time when Britain is – rightly – looking to increase exports and 
build global relationships, I see in East Africa the perfect incubator for ambitious British firms.  
 
Often companies don’t realise what an outstanding reputation Britain has in large parts of 
Africa, particularly in the countries that are part of the Commonwealth. English is the official 
language in more than half of Africa, and the legislative, legal and commercial systems are 
often based on our own. Every time I meet an African leader they talk about their demand for 
British products (regarded for their quality), but inevitably follow up with ‘but we never see 
you guys here!’ 
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This EIC Delegation is about changing that. With huge oil and gas projects being 
undertaken in Uganda, there are opportunities for British firms – from our FTSE 100 
companies to our specialist SMEs – to play a role. The Lake Albert Development, the 
proposed oil refinery and the planned pipeline to Tanzania already have British 
involvement, but there’s scope for a lot more.  
 
The British Government have made it easier than ever before to export to Uganda. UK 
Export Finance has increased its coverage from £60m to over £500m for Uganda alone 
and a variety of products to ensure exporters can have confidence of payment. Our High 
Commission in Kampala is commercially-minded and well supported by the Department of 
International Trade. And then there’s my own role; helping to represent British interests at 
the highest levels in Uganda.  
 
So I very much hope you will join me for this delegation, and see for yourself the potential 
that Uganda offers. Our oil and gas sector has amazing expertise and has long-been an 
outward-looking industry. At a time when both Britain and the energy industries are 
searching for potential new markets, I believe Uganda offers one of the best solutions.  
 
 
Lord Dolar Popat 
Prime Minister’s Trade Envoy to Uganda and Rwanda  
 
 

 


